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Samenvatting

In the previous issue of Archives and Manuscripts I presented the first part of this
two part exploration. It dealt with some possible meanings for 'post' in the term
postcustodial. For archivists, considerations of custody are becoming more complex
because of changing social, technical and legal considerations. These changes
include those occurring in relation to access and the need to document electronic
business communications reliably. Our actions, as archivists, in turn become more
complex as we attempt to establish continuity of custody in electronic
recordkeeping environments. In this part, I continue the case for emphasising the
processes of archiving in both our theory and practice. The archives as a functional
structure has dominated twentieth century archival discourse and institutional
ordering, but we are going through a period of transformation. The structuration
theory of Anthony Giddens is used to show that there are very different ways of
theorising about our professional activities than have so far been attempted within
the archival profession. Giddens' theory, at the very least, provides a useful device
for gaining insights into the nature of theory and its relationship with practice. The
most effective use of theory is as a way of seeing issues. When seen through the
prism of structuration theory, the forming processes of the virtual archives are
made apparent.
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